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SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS FROM GERMANY 
By Paul Brockett 

At the request of the Chairman of the National Research Council, Dr. 
George E. Hale, I have prepared the following statement regarding the scien- 
tific publications obtained abroad. 

Since 1914 the shipments received in this country from Germany have been 
few and far between, as the number of publications seized by the British 
Government increased up to the time of the entrance of the United States 
into the war. This situation has been relieved somewhat by the release of 
German publications, through the efforts of the Librarian of Congress on 
behalf of the libraries and educational institutions of the country. 

The Librarian of Congress, Dr. Herbert Putnam, has taken a keen interest 
in the situation and is ready to render aid wherever he can. The first of 
this year he sent Mr. Theodore W. Koch, Chief of the Order Division of the 
Library of Congress, to London in the interest of the Library of Congress 
and the libraries of the United States. Mr. Koch listed the packages held 
in London, giving the address to which they were consigned, and sent this 
to the Librarian of Congress, who in turn notified the librarians concerned. 
Some of the books intended for scientific use were addressed to members 
of the staffs of the institutions to which they belonged. In such cases no 
notification was sent by the Library of Congress. 

The following extract from the report of Mr. Koch to the Librarian of 
Congress will give a better understanding of the object of the censorship: 

Two important memoranda were issued in May, 1915 as Parliamentary Papers — one on 
the Censorship, the other on the Press Bureau. Together they provide the official justifica- 
tion of the Censorship as it affects both the individual and the Press. 

This new branch of the government — the Censorship — is described in the memorandum 
as one of several institutions designed with a threefold object: To prevent information of 
military value from reaching the enemy, to acquire similar information for the British gov- 
ernment, and to check the dissemination of information useful to the enemy or prejudicial 
to the Allies. When the transmission of correspondence and the publication of news are 
consistent with the attainment of these objects there is little or no interference. Every 
endeavor is made to safeguard the legitimate interests, private and commercial of British 
subjects and neutrals. 

In the course of the present war it has become apparent that in the Censorship there lies 
ready to hand a weapon, the full value of which was perhaps not anticipated prior to the 
war. It can be used to restrict commercial and financial transactions intended for the bene- 
fit of enemy governments or persons residing in enemy countries. 

The Memorandum discusses the Censorship as it affects (1) private and commercial com- 
munications; and (2) the Press. It states that the censorship of private and commercial 
communications is under the direction of a general officer who is responsible to the Army 
Council. The Censorship is organized in two sections: (1) the Cable Censorship under the 
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control of the Chief Cable Censor, who is a senior officer of the General Staff at the War 
Office, and (2) the Postal Censorship, controlled by the Chief Postal Censor. In addition 
to some 120 cables and wireless stations in various parts of the Empire the Chief Cable Cen- 
sor controls in the United Kingdom messages sent over the cables of the private cable com- 
panies. Every twenty-four hours from 30,000 to 50,000 telegrams pass thorough the hands 
of the censors of the United Kingdom. Exclusive of those in the official Press Bureau, 
about 180 censors are employed in the United Kingdom in the censorship of cables; else- 
where in the Empire about 400. In the United Kingdom with few exceptions they are 
retired naval and military officers. 

The Memorandum further states that the objects of the Postal Censorship are similar to 
those of the Cable Censorship. All mails that have to be censored are necessarily subject to 
some delay, but harmless letters, whether private or commercial, are not detained, even 
when coming from an enemy country or addressed to an enemy person. No letter, however, 
addressed to an enemy country can be transmitted unless its envelope is left open and is 
enclosed in a cover addressed to a neutral country. Letters in which any kind of code or secret 
writing is used are liable to be detained even if the message appears to be harmless and 
totally unconnected with the war. In the private branch more than a ton of mail matter 
is censored every week, exclusive of parcels. Commercial correspondence with certain 
foreign countries is dealt with in the trade branch and amounts to nearly four tons every 
week 

There are still a number of packages of publications held for individuals 
and institutions in the United States which could be had if proper application 
were made. Forms for this purpose are given below. Form A should be 
used where the contents are known. In the event the contents are not known 
but it is supposed that there are packages held in London, Form B should 
be made out in a general way and forwarded to the Librarian of Congress for 
his endorsement. After he has certified that it is in good order, it will be 
returned to the individual making the application, by whom it should at 
once be forwarded to the Procurator General in London through the Ameri- 
can Consul General at the same place, Mr. Robert P. Skinner. 

Form A. To be used where the contents 
of the consignment are known. 

APPLICATION FOR RELEASE OF SHIPMENT DETAINED BY THE 
BRITISH AUTHORITIES 

comprising certain books of a philosophical, scientific, technical, or educational character, 
specifically destined for universities, colleges or public bodies in the United States. 

191 . 

To the Honorable 

The Procurator General 

London, England. 
Respectfully represents the undersigned : 
1. That he is of the 



f University 
2. That such institution is a < College 

[Public Body 
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3. That it requires for its use from a country now hostile to Great Britain the books 

whose titles are shown on the attached list marked A, comprising in all titles, and the 

number of copies stated respectively. 

4. That he believes there is no one of the said books which may not truly be described as 
"philosophical, scientific, technical, or educational" in character. 

5. That the packet (packets) containing the said books, consigned by the firm of 

at < shipped by the S. S , — by 

[were 

by < , . but that on or about the day of 191 . . < seized 

[parcels post; [ were 

by the British authorities, and are now detained. { _,, { listed as no. (nos.) 

[They [are 



. of such seizures. 



6. Wherefore he prays that < , may be released and delivered to the London agent 

of said institution, Messrs or to the American Consul at London, to 

be forwarded to said institution. 

Signed , 

[Endorsement.] The Library of Congress, 

Washington, D. G, 191 . 

I am satisfied that the within application is genuine and that the volumes covered 

(University 
College named. 

Public Body. 



Librarian of Congress. 



Form B. To be used where exact contents 
of consignment cannot be given. 

APPLICATION FOR RELEASE OF SHIPMENT DETAINED BY THE 
BRITISH AUTHORITIES 

supposed to comprise certain books of a philosophical, scientific, technical, or educational 
character, specifically destined for universities, colleges or public bodies in the United 
States. 

191 

To the Honorable 
The Procurator General 

London, England. 
Respectfully represents the undersigned; 
1. That he is of the 



[University 
2. That such institution is a \ College 

[Public Body 
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institution by the firm of < ' on or about the day of. 

' j movo 



3. That he is informed that packet of books addressed to the said 

fwas 
(were 

191 , seized by the British authorities in the \ . on the S. S 

(parcels post 

and < now detained by them. The packet bear(s) the number in the list 

(are 

of seizures. 

4. That he cannot state with certainty the contents of the said packet . . ; but that he 

believes that i , include(s) no books not within the above categories. 

5. Wherefore he prays that < , or such portion as shall be found to be within the 

said categories, shall be released, and delivered to the London agent of the said institution, 

Messrs or to the American Consul at London, to be forwarded to 

said institution. 

Signed 

[Endorsement.] The Library of Congress, 

Washington, D. C, 191 . 

I am satisfied that the within application is genuine and that the volumes covered 

f University 
by it are in fact destined for the use of the -j College named. 

I Public Body 



Librarian of Congress. 



The forms given are for the securing of mail matter held in London and do 
not apply to publications ordered through agents which have been held in 
Rotterdam. Part of this lot has already been shipped to this country, and 
for the remaining 102 cases shipping permits have been granted, and these 
will be forwarded as soon as ships can bring them. It will, therefore, not be 
long before all this material will be in New York, where it will be passed upon 
by a representative of the Department of Justice and a member of the staff 
of the Library of Congress. After that the publications will be delivered to 
those for whom they were intended. 

Regarding the securing of more recent German publications, I quote the 
following from a letter of Dr. Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Congress: 

. . . . But since the entrance of the United States, there has been no attempt to 
continue this procedure, the only effort made being to secure the release of material already 
seized by the British authorities or detained at Rotterdam. Among our libraries, generally, 
it is assumed, I think, that if not a trading with the enemy act, other considerations would 
necessarily suspend the purchase of books and periodicals from the enemy countries. I 
suppose, however, that there are German and Austrian publications the actual need of which 
by our scientific investigators, even for the work which they are doing in the general defense, 
should be held to outweigh the objections to trading with the enemy. While we were still 
neutral, the British Government offered to secure such publications through its own (H.M.) 
Stationery Office. I suppose that that offer would still hold good, and that an American 



NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 721 

university, college, or public body, requiring a German publication of a philosophical, scien- 
tific, technical or educational character, which it could conscientiously import in spite of 
the trading with the enemy act, might place an order for it with its London agent, who, 
under the above arrangement, would submit it to H. M. Stationery Office, the latter securing 
and delivering it to that agent. 

The procedure would involve delay and some additional expense, the Stationery Office 
charging a penny in a shilling for its labor in the matter 

The Department of State has recently instructed the Ambassador at Lon- 
don to report on the procedure which is followed by the British Government 
in securing needed publications of German origin with a view to making an 
effort to have a similar procedure put into effect here. 
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REPORT OF THE GEOLOGY AND PALEONTOLOGY COMMITTEE 

At the organization of this Committee in January, 1917, its Chairman had 
been authorized by the Geological Society of America to appoint a Com- 
mittee which should be charged with the effort to fortify the instruction in 
geology given in civil engineering training in the technical schools of the 
country. With the approval of the Executive Committee of this Council, 
this function was taken over as proper to the present Committee, and in this 
capacity it has served as such Committee of the Geological Society of America. 
Upon this phase of its activity and on favorable results secured by assurances 
from various engineering schools of high standing, a report has already been 
made to the geologists of the country. Changed conditions since the entry of 
the country into the war may delay, for a while, the perfection of the program 
urged by the Committee. 

As a preliminary procedure, a census was made of all the geologists of the 
United States, with special reference to their training, their special investiga- 
tions in progress, special lines of research planned, effective lines of possible 
public service and the regions of the United States with whose topography 
and geology they had an intimate acquaintance. This has served as the ba- 
sis of correspondence, reference and inquiry in the course of the organization. 

To make clear to the military officers the nature of the service which geolo- 
gists could render, a brochure entitled What a Geologist Can Do in War was 
printed in a large edition and freely distributed among the officers. This 
was a very brief statement in entirely untechnical language, put together in 
convenient form for the pocket, and since the original circulation of it, the 
demand for copies from various sources has been large. 

1. Materials and Facilities for Rapid Road and Fortification Construction. — 
The purpose of this undertaking has been to bring together and organize for 
the use of the Engineers Corps, outstanding data bearing on the natural avail- 
able supply of material for quick road and fortification construction along the 
Atlantic seaboard; to indicate upon maps the locations of immediately avail- 



